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ACRONYMS 

AIDS  acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 

ANM  auxiliary nurse midwives 

ART  antiretroviral therapy 

ASHA  Accredited Social Health Activists 

AWH  Anganwadi Helpers 

AWW  Anganwadi Workers  

CHW  community health worker 

DMPA (IM)  Intramuscular Depo-Provera 

FP  family planning 

GFATM  Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria  

HIV  human immunodeficiency virus 

HRG  high-risk groups  

ICDS  integrated child development services 

IUD  intrauterine device 

MCH  maternal and child health 

MOH  Ministry of Health 

NACO  National AIDS Control Organization 

NGO  nongovernmental organization 

ORS  oral rehydration salts 

PMTCT  prevention of mother-to-child transmission (of HIV) 

PPTCT  prevention of parent-to-child transmission (of HIV) 

SACS  State AIDS Control Society 

SDM/FAM  Standard Days Method/Fertility Awareness Methods 

SP  Sulphadoxine-pyrimethamine (for treatment of uncomplicated malaria) 

STI  sexually transmitted infection 

TB  tuberculosis 

VCT  voluntary counseling and testing 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

This Country Profile is the outcome of a landscape assessment conducted by Advancing Partners & Communities (APC) staff and colleagues. The 

landscape assessment focused on the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Population and Reproductive Health priority 

countries, and includes specific attention to family planning as that is the core focus of the APC project. The purpose of the landscape 

assessment was to collect the most up to date information available on the community health system, community health workers, and 

community health services in each country. This profile is intended to reflect the information collected. Where possible, the information 

presented is supported by national policies and other relevant documents; however, much of the information is the result of institutional 

knowledge and personal interviews due to the relative lack of publicly available information on national community health systems. As a result, 

gaps and inconsistencies may exist in this profile. If you have information to contribute, please submit comments to info@advancingpartners.org. 

APC intends to update these profiles regularly, and welcomes input from our colleagues. 

 

 

II. GENERAL INFORMATION  

There are three government-led community health programs in India, as described below. 

1 What is the name of this program*, 
and who supervises it (Government, 

nongovernmental organizations 

[NGOs], combination, etc.)? 

Please list all that you are aware of. 

*If there are multiple programs, please 

add additional columns to the right to 

answer the following questions according 

to each community health program. 

The National Rural Health Mission 
is supervised by the Government of 

India’s Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare. The program focuses on the 

home delivery of contraceptives by 

Accredited Social Health Activists 

(ASHA) at the homes of beneficiaries. 

The Integrated Child 
Development Services (ICDS) 

program is supervised by the 

Government of India’s Ministry of 

Women and Child Development. 

The Link Worker Scheme is a 
program under the National AIDS 

Control Organization (NACO). It is 

supervised by the Government of 

India’s Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare. 

2 How long has this program been in 

operation? What is its current status 

(pilot, scaling-up, nationalized, non-

operational)? 

The pilot phase of this program was 

initiated in August 2011 and fully scaled 

up in December 2012. 

This program was initially launched in 

1975; a new structure was introduced 

in 2009. 

The Link Workers Scheme began in 

2006.  

mailto:info@advancingpartners.org
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3 Where does this program operate? 

Please note whether these areas are 

urban, peri-urban, rural, or pastoral. Is 

there a focus on any particular region 

or setting? 

Please note specific districts/regions if 

known. 

The National Rural Health Mission 

program was implemented in 233 

districts of 17 states of India. It has 

since been scaled up to all districts in 

the country. The districts are primarily 

rural.  

 

The ICDS program operates mainly in 

rural areas; however, some urban areas 

also have Anganwadi Centers where 

the program is implemented. 

The Link Worker Scheme was first 

implemented in 187 highly-vulnerable 

districts of the country. The program 

was then scaled up with Global Fund to 

Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 

(GFATM) Round 7 funding. Today the 

program is implemented in 219 

districts in the country. This program 

focuses on rural areas. 

4 If there are plans to scale up the 

community health program, please 

note the scope of the scale-up (more 

districts, regional, national, etc.) as well 

as location(s) of the planned future 

implementation sites. 

The program is fully scaled and is 

implemented nation-wide. 

The program is fully scaled and is 

implemented nation-wide. 

The program plans to continue scaling 

up to more districts across India. 

 

5 Please list the health services delivered 

by CHWs1 under this program. Are 

these services part of a defined 

package? Do these services vary by 

region? 

The Rural Health Mission program 

delivers a variety of services including: 

 Safe motherhood initiatives  

 Immunizations 

 Deliveries 

 Referrals and assisted referrals 

 Sanitation and hygiene services 

 Distribution of oral rehydration salts 
(ORS) 

 Family planning services. 

 

These services are part of a defined 

package and do not vary by region 

within the country. 

 

ICDS delivers a defined package of 

services across the country. These 

services include: 

 Supplementary nutrition 

 Immunization 

 Health check-ups  

 Referral services 

 Pre-school non-formal education 

 Nutrition and health education. 

 

The Link Worker Scheme focuses on 

three pillars of human 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV) service: 

community outreach, advocacy, and 

community mobilization. The specific 

service package includes: 

 Identify vulnerable and at-risk 

individuals or groups who are at 

present not able to access HIV-

related information and services 

 Deliver risk-reduction messages and 
behavior-change communication 

 Refer individuals to available HIV 

services 

 Distribute condoms 

 Advocate for the availability of quality 
services and reduction of stigma and 

discrimination against people living 

                                                

1 The term “CHW” is used as a generic reference for community health workers for the purposes of this landscaping exercise. Country-appropriate terminology for community health workers is 

noted in the response column. 
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with HIV at the community level 

 Facilitate the formation of youth 

groups, Red Ribbon Clubs and 

involvement of peers throughout the 

community. 

6 Are family planning (FP) services 

included in the defined package, if one 

exists? 

The program provides method 

counseling and distribution of some 

contraceptives. 

Yes, the ICDS program provides some 

family planning services.  

No. 

7 Please list the family planning services 

and methods delivered by CHWs. 

The program provides counseling and 

distribution of condoms, oral pills, and 

emergency contraceptives. 

During Village Health and Nutrition Days 

condoms and oral pills are distributed. 

The Link Workers Scheme distributes 

condoms and referrals; however, 

distribution of condoms is focused on 

HIV-prevention services.  

8 What is the general service delivery 

system (e.g. how are services provided? 

Door-to-door, via health posts/other 

facilities, combination?) 

Services are delivered door-to-door. Services are provided through 

Anganwadi Centers. Anganwadi 

Centers are placed in the village 

common area or courtyard and are 

easily accessed by all villagers. 

The Link Workers Scheme program 

delivers services through existing 

community groups such as self-help 

groups, Village Health and Sanitation 

Committees, Panchyati Raj Institutions, 

as well as other service delivery points. 
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III. COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS 
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V. POLICIES 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

http://www.nird.org.in/brgf/doc/Rural%20HealthMission_Document.pdf
http://wcd.nic.in/icds.htm
http://naco.gov.in/upload/Policies%20&%20Guidelines/9-%20Link%20Worker%20Scheme%20Operational%20Guidelines.pdf
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VI. INFORMATION SOURCES 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/rmnh
http://www.fhi360.org/projects/progress-india-evaluation-initiative-deliver-contraceptives-doorsteps
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/
http://wcd.nic.in/icds.htm
http://wcd.nic.in/icds/awwmatter.aspx
http://naco.gov.in/upload/Policies%20&%20Guidelines/9-%20Link%20Worker%20Scheme%20Operational%20Guidelines.pdf
http://naco.gov.in/upload/Policies%20&%20Guidelines/9-%20Link%20Worker%20Scheme%20Operational%20Guidelines.pdf
http://upsacs.nic.in/lws%20doc/LWS%20assessment_UP%20report%20revised%202010.pdf
http://planningcommission.gov.in/reports/genrep/rep_icds2704.pdf
http://www.naco.gov.in/upload/NACP%20-%20IV/Gist%20of%20the%20deliberations%20of%20the%20meeting%20of%20Working%20Group%20on%20AIDS%20control%20by%20Planning%20Commission.pdf
http://www.naco.gov.in/upload/NACP%20-%20IV/Gist%20of%20the%20deliberations%20of%20the%20meeting%20of%20Working%20Group%20on%20AIDS%20control%20by%20Planning%20Commission.pdf
http://www.naco.gov.in/upload/NACP%20-%20IV/Gist%20of%20the%20deliberations%20of%20the%20meeting%20of%20Working%20Group%20on%20AIDS%20control%20by%20Planning%20Commission.pdf
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VII. AT-A-GLANCE GUIDE TO INDIA  
COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICE PROVISION 
The following table highlights the services and commodities provided by CHWs, by intervention area and cadre.  
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Malaria 
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